
Obesity, coronary artery disease, and diabetes are understudied modifiers of air pollution-related risks for people with existing COPD. 
These results provide support for future evaluations of these vulnerable groups.
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STUDY DESIGN RESULTS

•  Evaluated health records of 19,243 
deceased veterans with prior COPD 
diagnosis

•  Wintertime PM2.5 assigned to patients 
based on geocoded addresses 

•  Associations between acute air pollution 
and mortality estimated using a  
time-stratified case-crossover design
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How Do Individual Risk Factors Affect PM2.5-Associated Wintertime Mortality in Urban 
Patients With COPD?
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