
In this study, veterans discharged from Veterans Affairs hospitals received earlier primary care but showed higher readmission 
and mortality, whereas patients discharged from community hospitals made fewer visits but had more emergency department use, 
highlighting the need for structured, risk-stratified transitional care.
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STUDY DESIGN RESULTS

•  Retrospective cohort study of 
311,224 veterans discharged from 
medical ICU admission

•  Data from 2016 to 2023

•  Outcomes included primary care 
visits, emergency department 
use, readmissions, mortality, and 
hospital-free days
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How Do Outcomes After ICU Care Differ for Veterans Discharged From Veterans Affairs Medical 
Centers vs Community Hospitals, and What Recovery Trajectories Emerge After Discharge?

CRITICAL CARE 

Adjusted Postdischarge Outcomes for Patients Who Received ICU Care Stratified  
by Location of Index Admission

HR = hazard ratio; SHR = subdistribution hazard ratio; VA = Veterans Affairs; CCN = community care network 


